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event became deputy county auditor of Olmsted county, Minnesota, under his brother Adolph. 

Subsequently he was, under his brother, deputy internal revenue collector during Cleveland's first 

administration and in 1890, when Adolph Biermann was elected state auditor—the first democrat ever 

elected to a state office in Minnesota—Ewald E. Biermann became his deputy. The father died in St. 

Paul on August 13, 1893. His wife was a student in the Decorah public schools and the University of 

Wisconsin. She preceded him in death, passing away in Decorah on September 1, 1889. 

When a boy of but five years Fred Biermann came from St. Paul to Decorah and found a second 

mother in his aunt, Mary Christopher, with whom he has ever since made his home. Mr. Biermann 

enjoyed the best educational advantages obtainable. He graduated from the Decorah high school in 

1901, attended the University of Minnesota from 1901 to 1904, then entered Columbia University of 

New York city, from which he graduated in 1905 with the degree of B. A., attended Valder Business 

College of Decorah during the winter of 1905-6 and studied law at Harvard University during 1907 and 

1908. In August, 1908, he entered the employ of Myers & Holmes, proprietors of The Decorah Journal, 

and one month later, on September 8, 1908, bought out the interest of Mr. Myers, continuing in 

partnership with Mr. Holmes until March 1, 1911, when he bought out the latter and has since been sole 

proprietor of the Journal. The newspaper is a powerful instrument for good and progress in the com-

munity, its editorials being clearly set forth and couched in such language as to leave no doubt in regard 

to the policy of the paper. The Journal is widely read and popular in Winneshiek county and as its 

circulation list grows its advertising columns have increased, it now being considered one of the most 

valuable mediums of publicity by the commercial and mercantile fraternity of the section. The news 

columns of The Decorah Journal are carefully prepared and contain the important items of interest and 

it gives particular attention to local events and such occurrences as affect the advancement and 

development of the community. From every point of view it is an up-to-date paper, one of the best 

representing the country press in Iowa, loyal in its policy to the section and honest in its opinions. 

The political record of Mr. Biermann is most noteworthy for one of his years and foremost be it said 

that he is a democrat, and as he would express it himself, not a Bryan democrat or a progressive 

democrat or a conservative democrat, but just an ordinary, plain democrat. In 1908 Mr. Biermann 

aided in the organization of the Johnson Club of Harvard University to give support to the auspicious 

and conspicuously favoring pretensions of the governor of Minnesota toward the democratic 

nomination for the presidency. Through the courtesy of George Fred Williams of Boston he went to the 

democratic state convention of Massachusetts in 1908, at Faneuil Hall, Boston, as proxy for the Fall 

River delegate. In the campaigns of 1908, 1910 and 1912 he took active part through the medium of his 

paper and in 1910 and 1912 was democratic county chairman. In the pre-convention campaign of 1912 

he was fourth district manager for the Iowa Wilson League and attended the democratic national 

conventions of 1904, 1908, 1912 and the Iowa conventions of 1910 and 1912. To give an idea of the 

earnestness of his purpose it may be stated that in 1906 


